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Upcoming Events 
 DATE TIME EVENT 

August Fri 10th 9:00 – 11:00am Grubbies Adult Gardening Session 

 SAT 11TH  KPS TRIVIA NIGHT 

 Tue 14th  7:45 – 8:45am 
 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance Sub Committee Meeting 
ICAS Maths 
Policy Sub Committee Meeting 

 Wed 15th 8:00 – 9:00am 
9:00 – 10:00am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Facilities Sub Committee Meeting 
FR Cooking & Gardening 
Fundraising Sub Committee Meeting 

 Thu 16th  Foundation Life Education Incursion 

 Fri 16th   Foundation Life Education Incursion 

 Mon 20th 9:30 – 11:30am 
9:00am 

FR Woolworths Excursion 
Year 3/4 YMCA Lady Northcote Camp 
Athletics Carnival 

 Tue 21st  9:30 – 11:30am FJ Woolworths Excursion 

 Wed 22nd 9:00 – 10:00am 
9:00 – 12:30pm 

1F Cooking & Gardening 
Fizzics Education Incursion 

 Thu 23rd 9:30 – 11:30am FF Woolworths Excursion 

 Fri 24th 9:15am – 1:15pm 
9:30 – 11:30am 
 

FF & FR Excursion – Metropolitan Fire Brigade 
FL Woolworths Excursion 
Bookweek Parade 

 Sat 25th  9:00 – 11:00am Grubbies Adult Gardening Session 

 Mon 27th 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council 

 Wed 29th 9:00 – 10:00am 
9:00 – 11:00am 

1S Cooking & Gardening 
Year 3 /4 Huddle 

 Fri 31st  9:15am – 1:15pm FL & FJ Excursion – Metropolitan Fire Brigade 

September Wed 5th  9:00 – 11:00am 
9:00 – 11:00am 

1A Cooking & Gardening 
Year 3 /4 Huddle 

 Fri 7th  9:00 – 11:00am Grubbies Adult Gardening Session 

 Wed 12th 9:00 – 11:00am 
9:00 – 11:00am 

1J Cooking & Gardening 
Year 3 /4 Huddle 

 Thu 13th  Year 2 Excursion to Royal Park 

 Fri 14th 9:00 – 10:00am Year 5 / 6 Basketball Tournament 

 Tue 18th  
5:00 – 6:00pm 

WHOLE SCHOOL CONCERT 
Policy Sub Committee Meeting 

 Fri 21st  END OF TERM 3 

 Sat 22nd 9:00 – 11:00am Grubbies Adult Gardening Session 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the building works being continued in the hall, there 
will be NO assembly tomorrow, Friday 10th August.  

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

Kensington Primary was referred to as the school on the hill. For those of you who walk to school you may be very 

aware that KPS sits on a hill. This statement has me wondering about the significance of being the school on the hill, 

the metaphor of being on top of the hill, the metaphor of the effort it takes to climb a hill and the sense of 

achievement when you have reached the peak. I often refer to the school year as climbing Mt Everest, reaching each 

base camp at the end of the term, the preparation, hard work and adaption that goes into the days, weeks and 

terms of teaching and learning. At the end of each term and at the end of the year, I reflect on the challenges, the 

successes, and the growth of each student and how that has been supported and driven by our teachers. Being on 

top of the hill looking at the view and reflecting on the journey, all the work and tireless effort that makes a school 

year so eventful is a time for celebration.  

A researched based strategy for increasing student achievement is reinforcing effort and providing recognition. By 

enhancing students’ understandings of the relationship between effort and 

achievement, we can also address students’ attitudes and beliefs about 

themselves as learners. Students at KPS set personal learning goals to work 

towards, by tracking their efforts in relation to their achievements students are 

able to reflect on what it takes to achieve that objective and on the progress 

toward doing so. Asking students to discuss what they are learning about and 

the relationship between their own efforts and achievement provides 

opportunities to reinforce the control that students have over their own 

learning. Reaching that goal is sometimes very hard and frustrating, a little like climbing the hill but worth it in the 

end.  

A past student Olivia Brown spoke to our year 6 girls about the hard work and 

effort she is currently undertaking at RMIT studying engineering. Olivia spoke 

about being curious, wondering, solving problems, constructing inventions, 

testing and evaluating, all skills our students use daily. Olivia’s enthusiasm and 

passion for mathematics and science was inspiring. Our students’ thoughtful and 

reflective questions were also inspiring. Olivia spoke about persistence and not 

giving up, how connecting past and current learning assists with new learning and 

developing deeper understandings of key ideas and concepts. It was wonderful to listen to the story of a past 

student and the impact being made for all our futures.  

As has been communicated over several newsletters, this year KPS will be undertaking a school review to inform the 

development of the Strategic Plan for the next 4 years. I would like to invite parent/ carers who are able to attend an 

information session on Friday the 17th of August at 9.15am to discuss and give feedback about student learning and 

community involvement. Involvement in schools by parents and carers helps children achieve the best possible 

learning outcomes. As a community we value your input and feedback. A night session was held on Monday the 6th, 

thank you to the parents who attended as well as our school council members. I would also like to acknowledge the 

staff who attended the session facilitated by Leonie Dodd. All parents/ carers have received a Google Form to also 

provide feedback if unable to attend the sessions.  
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Learning Snapshots 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 
 
Inquiry 
The Foundation students listed what they think they know about people that help us stay safe and healthy as they 
began their unit of inquiry. The students demonstrated some fantastic prior knowledge in the area as they posed 
some deep questions and made connections to those they know who do, such as their parents, who hold these 
occupations in our Kensington community. As part of the Engage stage of the unit, the students actively engaged in 
play, role modelling different occupations and those in the community who help us. 
 
English 
Term 3 began with an immersion into Information Texts. The students have investigated all features, such as 
photographs and captions, and specifically looked into labelled diagrams through both reading and writing. The 
students linked this to their unit of inquiry and created some highly detailed labelled diagrams of a healthy lunch 
box.  
The students revised digraphs, with the learning goal of understanding that 2 letters can sometimes make only one 
sound, such as sh, ch, th and ck. 
 
Maths 
Addition, 2D shapes and 3D objects have been the main focus in Weeks 1 and 2. The students used hands on 
materials, such as 10s frames to demonstrate their addition fact knowledge and build their problem solving skills. 
The students began to use the ‘Counting On’ strategy as a skill, counting on from the larger number rather than 
counting the entire collection of objects they were adding. 
Students developed their language in relation to shape. They used words such as edge, corner and side to describe 
the features of both 2D shapes as 3D objects. 
 
 
Year 1 Learning Snapshot 
 
In Inquiry sessions, we have been experimenting with different forces including buoyancy, gravity as well as push 
and pull.  As scientists, we have been making predictions and testing to see if our ideas and thoughts are correct. We 
have used plasticine to test if it will float or sink, we have made our very own parachutes and we even used water as 
a force to see that air could take up space. We have also had great discussions about different possibilities as well as 
the results we have found.  

      
In Mathematics, students have continued to focus on repeated addition of equal amounts. The context has been the 
addition of coins of the same denomination using skip counting. First students must show that they recognise 
Australian coins and the value of each one, then they move on to problems such as 20c+20c+20c+20c+20c=$1. The 
next step is to make money amounts using coins of mixed denominations, for example 50c+20c+20c+10c=$1. We 
also have continued to focus on time, now with an emphasis on duration, for example, the duration of the months 
and seasons of the year. 
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Our focus in reading has been a ‘Main Idea Detective and Recalling Facts & Details’. Students used headings, the 
topic sentence, bold words, repeated words and the concluding sentence to help them put the main idea of the text 
into their own words. Students worked with texts related to our inquiry into forces as well as other non-fiction texts 
about familiar topics such animals and dinosaurs. After verbally discussing the main idea students attempted to 
‘dazzle’ their teacher with recalling facts and details. 
 
In Writing, we have been focused on Science Reports using hands on experiments. We have written about our 
predictions, what happened in the experiments and what we learnt. We are learning about the structure of 
Information Reports. We used information from viewing videos about sloths, polar bears, penguins and ants. These 
included writing about key facts and drawing diagrams. Students are continuing to focus on targeted spelling, such 
as spelling strategies, high frequency words and words from their exercise books.  
 
 
Year 2 Learning Snapshot  

 
Reading 
We will give you a few clues about what we have been investigating in reading.  You will need to make connections, 
perhaps use some prior knowledge and what is written in the text and displayed in the pictures.  You will find the 
answer to this reading strategy here…. 
 
That is it! Right there between the lines! You have just used your inference! Inference is all about reading between 
the lines and inferring what the author means but does not actually say. Remember that an inference without 
evidence is just a guess. We have had to draw on all of our previous reading comprehension strategies to do 
this...and it’s challenging! We have also begun to focus on questions and how asking questions as we read assists us 
with our inference. 
 
Writing 
Students have continued to use their brand new Writing Folders to help them become Australia’s newest upcoming 
authors. When asked about his Writer’s Folder,  Moetasim said: “I already know the Writer’s Routine and editing 
checklist. I use the letters a lot and I use my rainbow words”. Elliot said: “I’ve written Writer’s Seeds to help me. It’s 
easier because I don’t waste time thinking about new ideas”.  
 
All characters can’t be robots! Interesting characters have feelings and traits. They have families, jobs, and lives of 
their own. They get grumpy when they are caught in the rain, and excited when their birthdays are coming up. All 
this and more has been poured into our very own character collages. 
 
Today we are writing but yesterday we wrote. Grade 2 has been exploring how suffixes like -ing and -ed change the 
meaning of our words and tell us about when things have happened. 
 
Maths 
This week we have explored more efficient subtraction strategies that can help us work out subtraction problems. 
This included doubling and halving (and becoming fluent with our doubles and halves facts!), partitioning the 
number into tens and ones and subtracting those one at a time, and regrouping. We have learned which materials 
work best when regrouping - bundling sticks and MAB have been the best so far, because you can split the hundreds 
and swap them for tens, and split the tens and swap them for ones.  
 
Our Big Question about special places has been the perfect opportunity to learn about grid references: we have 
located places in the world and Australia using grid references on a map, and even had the chance to play a game or 
two of Battleships :)  
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Big Question Time 
What makes a place special? What icons do we associate with special places? How hot is it in China? These questions 
and more have come up while we have been studying local and global places. We have played Geoguessr, where you 
are dropped in a random part of the world and have to use clues to infer where you are. Isadora’s inference was the 
closest - only 9km away from the actual location!  

 
Show and Tell will be starting very soon. We are looking forward to seeing the artefacts from all around the world 
that everyone will bring. Watch this space!   
 
 

 
Year 3/4 Learning Snapshot 
 
Students have continued to practise the skill of making connections in Reading. Students have used Dreamtime 
Stories, news stories and picture books to make connections to themselves, connections to the world and text to 
text connections. This helps them to have a deeper understanding of text and understand the relevance of it. At 
home, you could ask: “What does this text remind you of?” 
 
You may have had some eager researchers come home last week asking lots of questions about you or your family, 
thank you for participating! This research was used to help students write a family biography. Some students have 
focussed on one family member while others attempted to write a history of their whole family! A key difference we 
have noticed between autobiographies and biographies, is that biographies are written in the third person. You 
might ask them what the difference between first and third person is. 
 
In Numeracy students have continued to work with multiplication when problem solving. Many students have been 
using arrays to solve multiplication problems, and realised that this links to their work in area! We have used arrays 
and multiplication to work out the area of a shape. Students have also challenged themselves by trying to find the 
area of irregular shapes. At home, you could asked about what strategies they used. 
 
We have been researching during our Inquiry time, into life in Australia before the arrival of Europeans. Students 
developed their wonderings around this focus area and have used picture books, non-fiction books, videos and 
websites to find their answers. Some answers were quick to find while others require more investigation. Ask your 
child what interesting information they have discovered about the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.  
 
 
Year 5 Learning Snapshot 

 
The Grade 5s enjoyed developing their resilience and team building skills whilst taking part in different outdoor 
activities at Camp Manyung. Campers worked collaboratively with their peers and used effective communication 
skills to build trust between group members. They developed positive relationships with others, formed new 
friendships and strengthened old ones. Overall, it was great to see students making the most of their camp 
experience. 
 
Back at school, we have been applying our knowledge of place value in Maths to make and represent decimal 
numbers up to tenths and hundredths. Students have demonstrated their understanding of decimal fractions using 
multiple representations including the region model, LAB drawings, expanded form and fraction symbols. They have 
continued to use number lines to locate, order and compare decimal fractions. The students demonstrated their 
prior knowledge of perimeter and area by taking part in ‘Granny’s Rug’ challenge which required them to estimate, 
record and represent the length and width of an object and then use splitting as a strategy to calculate the area and 
perimeter. 
 
In Reading, we have been exploring a mentor text called ‘Inside Out and Back Again’, which is a verse novel set in 
Vietnam. Using extracts from this text, students have investigated how authors can manipulate language and form to 
convey ideas about culture and places. They have looked deeply at how the author describes the character and 
setting and will begin to consider how one’s connections to a place can affect their perspective and opinion.  
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In Writing, students selected their most significant moments from Camp Manyung and wrote about them in the style 
of memoir. They zoomed in on key details and used the ‘show don’t tell’ strategy to fully engage their readers. 
Students also began to organise their thinking in preparation for research about Vietnam, the setting of our current 
focus text for Reading. They gathered their prior knowledge and then used a question matrix to ask deeper and more 
open-ended questions that would guide the research process. They have explored a range of texts on Vietnam and 
have evaluated how this new information confirmed or changed their thinking using an ‘Affirm, Extend, Challenge’ 
thinking tool. 
 
In Inquiry, our big idea of ‘People have connections to places’ has been explored through both Reading and Writing 
sessions. Students are beginning to understand how connections to places can influence our perception of them. 
They have also started to compare the similarities and differences between life in Australia and Vietnam. 

 
 
Year 6 Learning Snapshot 
 
120 Year 5 and 6 students headed to Camp Manyung for 3 fun filled days. It was an absolute treat to see the kids 
outside of the classroom environment. We saw so many smiles and great moments of teamwork. They really 
challenged and stretched themselves! Most students braved 18-metre high giant swings and encouraged their teams 
to be brave and work together in a variety of activities.  
 
In Inquiry, an incursion from Prof Bunsen kick-started our exploration of reversible and irreversible changes. Have 
you asked your child what their favourite experiment from the day was? 
 
In Writing, we are starting to explore Information Texts. Book clubs have also started up again in Reading this term 
and students are commencing their new texts. 
 
In Maths, the girls had the opportunity to hear past KPS student Olivia Brown speak them about Engineering and the 
role mathematics plays. Seeds have been planted and they were certainly very inspired. 
 
The thinking of some of the Year 6 girls: 
 
“I used to think that Maths and Science was just a subject and wasn’t really important, but now I know that it is 
technically the whole world.” 
 
“ I used to think that I was not very good at Maths and would never be, but now I realise how many different sides 
there are to Maths, and how I can improve on it and use it.” 
 
“ I used to think that when something was hard, I would never be able to solve it and that Maths couldn’t get me 
anywhere in life, but now I know that every problem has a solution and if you keep trying and never give up, you 
could end up doing something great!” 
 
“I used to think that Maths wasn’t as fun and important as the others, but ever since Olivia came, she has inspired me 
to learn more about it, because Maths is in everything and it can get you to so many places and a good job that you 
will enjoy. Maths is one of the most important things in life, because Maths is everything! When I am older I will also 
try to encourage other people to learn Maths and not give up, even if they’re not getting their way.” 
 
“I used to think there was a limit to my Maths abilities. Now I think, I can do whatever I want using Maths.” 
 
“I used to think that I was not very good at Maths, and would never be, but now I realise how many different ideas 
there are to Maths, and how I can improve on it and use it.” 
 
“I used to think that maths was all about equations, algebra and getting it right or wrong. Now I think I have been 
inspired to delve deeper and explore where Maths can take me.” 
 
 



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 
Brace yourselves for some Year 6 KPS girls paving the way in Maths! Thank you Olivia Brown! 
 
Preparations for concert are in full swing! Students have been choreographing their own dance moves and working 
as a team to teach others their contributions. Themes of our songs include Social Justice, Growth Mindset, 
Persevering and being yourself. Look out for us soon on stage in our upcoming school concert. 
 
 

Student Medical Conditions 

If your child’s medical condition (information you have provided to the school) changes; i.e.  

- your child no longer suffers from a specific condition or ailment 

- requires a different dosage of medication 

- does not require further medication 

- does not require further monitoring 

You are required to confirm ANY CHANGE in writing with a letter from your doctor. It is imperative that the school 

has the most up to date record of your child’s medical requirements. We appreciate your assistance with this 

important matter.  

 

School Review – Share your views 

To gather parent feedback for our school review we have offered two parent forums, the 
second session will be on Friday the 17th at 9.15am, after drop off. 

A Google form is attached (via the link below) for all parents / carers to ensure that all stakeholders have the 
opportunity to give feedback about their children's learning and connectedness to the school community. Parents/ 
carers will need to sign into the Google form using an email address, no record of parent emails will be kept, it is to 
ensure that people fill the form in once. The purpose of collecting this information is to ensure parents / carers have 
the opportunity to give feedback to the school. Once the survey is closed, results will be removed from google and 
the collected data will be stored on the school's internal server. PLEASE DO NOT INSERT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
INTO THE FORM.  

Please click here to participate in the survey 

We look forward to receiving your feedback and working with the school community to shape our next Strategic 
Plan.  

The school review model for Victorian government schools is a collaborative and transparent process to improve 
learning outcomes, promote excellence across the curriculum and enhance the health and well-being of students. 
Every review informs the development of an evidence-based and collaborative four-year School Strategic Plan that 
guides each school's improvement journey. 

To construct a School Strategic Plan, schools evaluate current practices and receive feedback from educational 
experts, school leaders, the school community and its students.  

Creating a high performing school system is a collaborative effort. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-1gpdwDj8wthrAuHU4Q7MEx2JVQfwHQoyNarQdklrYjstcg/viewform
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Parent opinion survey 

The Department of Education surveys parents annually. The Parent Opinion Survey seeks parent opinion on 

measures of school climate, student engagement and effective teaching practice known to influence student 

engagement and student outcomes. The survey is aligned with the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes and 

the Attitudes to School Survey. Schools use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and 

improvement strategies. 

 The 2018 parent Opinion Survey has been emailed to a random parent sample generated by the school 

administrative application. The 2018 survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 

minutes to complete. The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any convenient 

time within the fieldwork period from Monday 23 July to 19 August 2018. The survey can also be conducted in a 

variety of languages. 

 
Enrolments for 2019 
 

We are now accepting Foundation enrolments for 2019.  To view our enrolment policy and procedures please visit 

our website at www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au and download the enrolment pack.  Please note our catchment zone 

for enrolments.  Completed enrolment forms should be handed to the office together with the requested 

documentation and the $50 enrolment fee.  If you have friends who are in our school’s zone and interested in 

enrolling their child at KPS could you please encourage them to do so soon. 

 
KPS School Uniform 

Kensington Primary School has a compulsory school uniform. The uniform colours are navy blue and yellow. 
 
There are a number of options available to families to purchase the uniform. 
  
 OPTION 1:  

- Purchase direct from the DCS Clothing shop at 2 Aviation Road, Laverton.  
o   9am – 6pm Monday – Friday. 
o   9am – 5:30pm Saturday. 
o   10am – 5pm Sunday. 
 

OPTION 2:  
- Purchase online and have items delivered to your home address for $10 or delivered to school on a Friday for 

free. You will receive a text message to say your uniform is ready to be collected from school. 
www.dcsuniforms.com.au 

 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.dcsuniforms.com.au/
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KPS Trivia Night - Saturday August 11th  

We've had a fantastic response to this year's trivia night with all tickets for Saturday's event now sold. 

A few reminders for those attending: 

 Don't forget to pre-order pizza for your team by midnight tonight (Thursday) 
 Get your retro costume ready!  
 Bring plenty of coins for games, the raffle and chocolate wheel. 

Thank you for your support, and we look forward to seeing you at the Flemington and Kensington Bowls Club from 

6:30pm. 

The Fundraising Sub-Committee 
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Whole School Concert 2018 

SAVE THE DATE! 

The KPS Whole School Concert, ‘Utopia’, will be held on September 18th at Melbourne Pavilion in Kensington! More 

details to come. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SRC Draffin Street Furniture Art Competition 

The SRC entered KPS into a competition to win a seating set made from recycled plastics. 
The voting closes August 16th; the winner is the school with most votes on Facebook. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/DraffinStreetFurniture/photos/a.2167571199984692.1073741830.400098016732028/2

167571516651327/?type=3 

  

https://www.facebook.com/DraffinStreetFurniture/photos/a.2167571199984692.1073741830.400098016732028/2167571516651327/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/DraffinStreetFurniture/photos/a.2167571199984692.1073741830.400098016732028/2167571516651327/?type=3
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Book week 
is coming!  
Aug 20th-24th 
 
 
 

 
Activities planned include: 

 Dress-up as your favourite book character 
parades/judging by SRC reps 

 WHEN: Friday 24th   (grades 1-6)  
 

 Pre-loved book-stall.  (Clean out your book-
shelves! All donations gladly accepted)  

 WHEN: Thursday 23rd (lunchtime run by SRC reps) 
 

 Make a model/sculpture of a Book 
character  
             OR 

 Design a book review 
Entries will be on display in the 

library. Prizes will be awarded for 

creativity/presentation. (Judges: Tracey, Elise & Kay) 

 WHEN: Entries close Friday 24th 
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Community News 

The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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