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Upcoming Events 
 DATE TIME EVENT 

March Mon 6th 9.15am or 5pm Classroom Helper Information Sessions 

 Thurs 9th 9am – 11am Grubbies Adult Gardening session 

 Tues 14th 5 - 6pm 
6 – 7pm 

Policy Sub Committee 
Finance Sub Committee 

 Wed 15th 5 – 6pm 
6pm 
5 – 6pm 

Facilities Sub Committee 
OSHC Sub Committee 
Fundraising Committee 

 Frid 17th  Ride to School Day 

 Sat 18th 4.30pm KPS Cinema under the Stars on KPS Oval 

 Mon 20th 3.45pm – 
4.45pm 

Year 7 Catch Up 

 Tues 21st 9am – 11am Grubbies Adult Gardening session 

 Frid 24th 9 – 1pm 
6 – 8pm 

District Cross Country 
KPS Harmony Picnic  

 Mon 27th 6 – 7pm 
7 – 8pm 

AGM 
School Council Meeting 

 Tues 28th 9am School Photo Day 

 Frid 31st 2.30pm End of Term 1 

 

Did you know?  

Ride to School Day is on Friday 17th March. We encourage our students to be active, so hop on your 

bikes, scooters or walk to school and be part of the fun. Remember if you are riding to school you need to 

wear your helmet and stay safe.   

Our school photo day is on Tuesday 28th March.  A photo order envelope will be sent home with your 

child today. As orders can now be placed online, each envelope is personalised with the student name and 

unique ordering code.  If you lose your envelope the opportunity to order online will be lost. You will need 

to place your order by handing in the envelope by photo day.  If you wish to order a family photo please ask 

for a family photo envelope from the office. 

 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Nigel’s Natter 

Hello Everyone, 
 
It’s week 5 of term this week. That means we are officially half way through the school term. It’s safe to say that it 
has been a really productive few weeks here at KPS. I want to take this opportunity to say thanks to all the dedicated 
staff that make KPS ‘tick’. Schools are incredibly complex places that do critically important work. I think it’s timely to 
acknowledge the dedication and skill of our staff! Thanks to our Education Support Staff for the care and kindness 
you show to students with specialised learning needs. Thanks to our administration staff for keeping us all organised 
and for constantly being 3 steps ahead of us all. Thanks to our teaching staff who have worked incredibly hard to 
implement new approaches and procedures this year while maintaining a high quality teaching and learning program 
for their classes. 
 
I read this recently and thought it was worth sharing.  

“A teacher colleague of mine related a story that she heard which highlights the unrealistic expectations placed on 
teachers. It goes something like this: If a doctor, lawyer or dentist has twenty-five people all in his or her office at the 
same time, some of who did not want to be there, some of whom were causing trouble, and the doctor, lawyer or 
dentist, without any help at all, had to cater for their individual needs all at the same time, then those professions 
might get a glimpse of the reality of teaching as a profession.”  Professor Garry Martin. 
 
I understand how it could be easy to look at the work that teachers do each and every day and to assume that the 
working day is spent having a lovely time teaching kids – and that is true. However, that is only part of the story. It’s 
the many things you can’t see from the outside that make our work so challenging. 
 
Imagine having 25 young children in a room with you. You are responsible for each and every one of them. You need 
to know their personal strengths and weaknesses, likes and dislikes. You must know exactly what they can and can’t 
do as readers, writers and mathematicians. You need to understand their social and emotional needs. Now, not only 
do you need to know this information – you have to use it all to plan lessons that meet the individual learning needs 
of every child. You must present a lesson that is useful to students that span a 3 or 4 year ability range. The lesson 
must be engaging and challenging – you need to intervene when children don’t get it, stretch those that find it too 
easy.  
 
All of this while you are investigating an incident that happened at recess time and involves children from 4 different 
classes. You need to communicate the incident to each teacher and ensure the four families have been informed. At 
recess and lunch you have yard duty, where you are responsible for supporting children to play cooperatively, 
administer first aid for scraped knees, console children that can’t find a friend, act as umpire when games have not 
gone as planned.  
 
As if this is not enough, you have Individual Learning Improvement Plans to write and implement. You are required 
to collect and collate evidence of your professional growth in four separate areas. You are organising camps and 
excursions, ensuring permission notes have been returned and monies collected. You are checking diaries, ensuring 
everyone has completed home reading. You are managing Student Medical Plans. You are meeting with parents. You 
are attending staff meetings, team meetings, school improvement meetings, Student Support Group meetings and 
behaviour conferences. You are making sure everyone understands the plan in case of emergency. You are making 
sure everyone eats their lunch and that no one is sharing food. You make sure that materials are prepared for the 5 
lessons you teach each day and that you are supporting students to develop creative and critical thinking skills. You 
are constantly looking for interesting ways to teach new concepts and to capture evidence of student learning. You 
are administering assessment, collating and analysing the data and developing strategies on how you will address 
the gaps in knowledge.  
 
I could go on all day. But I’ve made my point. School staff deserve every bit of recognition, support and praise they 
receive… and I have not even touched on what is without question the most difficult task of all. The task of knowing. 
Knowing that a child in your class has a critically ill parent or that a child is living in a household in turmoil. Knowing 
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that a child is being verbally abused by a family member, but there is nothing that DHS can do about it and that you 
will be that child’s only trusted adult for a long time. Knowing that a child will have nothing more than a packet of 
chips in their lunch box day every day, because a member of their family is struggling with addiction. Knowing that 
no matter how hard you try, how hard you work, how much you wish – it may not be possible to get a child to the 
expected standard. Knowing that a child will cry at the start of every writing lesson, because they know that no 
matter how hard they try, their writing will not be good enough to impress their parents. Knowing that you are going 
to have to speak to an angry parent because their child has been hurt by ‘that kid’. All the time knowing ‘that kid’ is 
doing an amazing job given the challenges they are facing, but not being able to share any of that information 
because it is confidential.  
 
Being a teacher and working in a school is about so much more than ABC and 123. It is about doing everything in 
your power to make sure every child is happy, healthy, safe, valued – and educated.  
 

I encourage you to take the time to notice and acknowledge the outstanding work of a staff member in the 
coming weeks. I encourage you to offer your support. I encourage you to treat all school staff with the respect 
they deserve and to trust in their professionalism. Each and every one of our staff want the very best for your 

children.   
 
From the outside looking into school, it may look like business as usual – but I can assure you it has been action 
stations. Teachers are now meeting together for 2 hours of collaborative planning and for 1 hour to discuss student 
learning data and strategies to meet the needs of individual students.  All staff have become members of our school 
based Action Research Teams that are working to identify, research and solve challenges of practice. The entire 
school is talking and thinking about student goal setting. This is just to name a few of the things going on. Suffice to 
say that it’s been a huge start to the year and we are now heading into a period of refining and embedding all these 
changes.    
 
I’m so pleased to say that the portables have landed in the car park, teaching and learning programs are in full swing, 
lunchtime activities are up and running, student leadership groups are starting to form and our Parent Information 
Sessions ran smoothly.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the gate.  
 
  
OPEN AFTERNOON AND PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS – FEEDBACK REQUEST 
You will receive a feedback form shortly. We really value you taking the time to share your thoughts with us so we 
can make improvements for 2018. I personally really enjoyed the conversations I had with families about their 
children’s learning. We have crunched the numbers and are pleased to report that we had an 85% attendance rate. 
This clearly demonstrates the great commitment our community has to supporting our children to share and reflect 
on their learning.    
 
SECURITY 
Recently we have had a number of fire alarms go off at the school. They have all been false alarms and have now 
been investigated. It is believed that the issue is with some of the electronics and we have arranged for this to be 
repaired. Thanks to the community members that alerted us to the alarm going off at school. Both Julie and I receive 
TXT message notifications and phone calls anytime an alarm goes off, so rest assured we are aware and that swift 
action is taken as soon as we are alerted to any alarm activations.  
 
GATES 

Thanks to everyone for your support with making the new gate opening and closing times work. I have had a number 
of people request that the back gate be open early on a Friday afternoon for parents that wish to attend assembly. 
I’ve given this much thought and have decided that the gates will remain locked until normal time. The reason for 
this is that our entire school is in the hall during assembly. This means that the entire building would be empty and 
the gates open. I realise this may seem like a very negative view to take to consider this a risk, however, I know of 
several schools that have had entire banks of laptops / staff purses and car keys etc stolen during this exact time.  
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I did consider locking the school up so we could open the gates. However, this would be a logistical nightmare as 
there are 8 external doors that would need to be locked and Julie and I are the only staff that have keys that will lock 
/ unlock all of these doors. I thank you for understanding this decision and for making the effort to walk around to 
the front entrance to attend assembly.  

While I’m on the topic of gates, the office staff, Julie and I have all noticed a significant reduction in the number of 
children arriving at school unaccompanied prior to 8:40. I am contacting families of children who continue to arrive 
before the gates are open.   

LEARNING SNAPSHOTS  
You will again find the Learning Snapshots in this week’s newsletter. The purpose of the Learning Snapshots is to 
provide families with an overview of the content being explored in classrooms throughout the term. It is important 
to note that these snapshots are retrospective. This is because teachers plan their lessons week by week based on 
the needs of the students. We use the Victorian Curriculum as a guide of the content that needs to be covered at 
each year level, but cannot provide a term overview as what is taught depends on the learning needs of the children. 
I hope you find the Learning Snapshots useful. They would be a great starting point for a learning focused 
conversation at home.   

PHONE NUMBERS PROVIDED BY PARENTS  
From time to time we publish parent phone numbers in the school newsletter as these parents are coordinating an 
activity etc. I ask that these numbers are only used for the explicit purpose that they were published for. We are very 
lucky to have parents that offer their time and support to assist with running and organising events and activities 
here at KPS – so ask that this request is respected.   
 
KCYC MEETING 
This week I attended the KCYC meeting – a group made up of local agencies and services focused on positive 
outcomes for the Youth of Kensington. It was a great session and it was lovely to meet some of the wonderful people 
doing amazing things for our young people. I made it clear to the group that KPS is keen to support their work and 
that we were very happy to share information with our community via the school newsletter.  
 
BUILDING WORKS AND MAINTENANCE  
The portables have landed! Literally… they came flying through the sky and could be seen for miles. Now that the 
building is in place the contractors are working hard to complete the fit out including external decking, carpeting, 
wiring etc. We are expecting this to take up to 2 weeks and then we can move our Foundation grade into their new 
rooms. As part of the process, I have been working with the project manager on a few key issues. Firstly, the new 
building’s internet connection is now going to be wired all the way from the library. In short, this means that we will 
have a new fibre optic line running right the way through this school. This is a great outcome! We have also 
managed to secure fencing works as part of the instillation. This will result in a separate, fenced off area for the large 
dumper bin to be housed away from children. Another positive was the removal of a significant amount of asphalt in 
front of the portables. This entire area is going to be concreated, making it a much more user friendly space! Once 
the building is complete and the contractors are off site, I will be asking out School Council Facilities Sub-Committee 
to make recommendations about how we might best ‘green’ the space. 
 
We are still waiting on a report from the roof plumbers regarding repairs to stop any further water damage inside 
the buildings. Once we receive this report I will be able to provide more details about the repairs that will be 
completed.  
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS  
A reminder that nominations for School Council are still open till 4pm on Tuesday 7th March. If you would like to 
discuss this process, please do not hesitate to contact me via the school office.  
 
LEADING BY EXAMPLE 
At the end of last year, during the huge classroom move, we established shared teacher offices. At this stage, these 
offices are tucked in any available space we could find. This move was made to support the collaborative planning 
and team meeting approach. This got me thinking and I decided that Julie and I should be leading by example. So, 
next time you call past the school office to speak to Julie or I, you will find us in the same office. Julie has moved into 
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what was previously known as the Principal’s Office. We are working closely and collaboratively. Let’s hope Julie 
enjoys the tunes I tend to hum when working!      
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the front gate. 
 
Nigel Holloway 

Principal 
 

Learning Snapshots 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 
 
During Inquiry students have continued to focus on learning the school values and establishing class routines. We 
have begun to investigate responsibilities at school, such as looking after our belongings and making good choices. 
We are responsible for ourselves and the decisions we make. 
During Numeracy students have continued to learn the formation of numbers through learning rhymes on how to 
draw them. Students have also focused on subitising, which is recognising a group of objects without counting. For 
example being able to read the patterns on a dice. 
During Reading students have continued to build their strategies for decoding looking at “Tappy Turtle” breaking the 
word into sounds. Example ‘cat’ has 3 sounds, ‘c-a-t’. The next step is stretching these sounds together like a snake 
slithering under the sounds; “Stretchy Snake”. 
During Writing students have focused on handwriting downstroke letters, l, i, j and t. 
 
Year 1/2B (Rachel, Luba, Liz, Lucy) Learning Snapshot 
 
During Inquiry students have continued to develop their understanding of what makes a great learner at KPS. 
Students took part in a challenge to see if they could drop a water balloon from the balcony without it popping. This 
lead to rich conversations about what a great learner would do next.  
During Numeracy students have explored various types of patterns including shape, colour, number and growing. 
Students have completed PAT Math assessment and data is being analysed to form the next steps for learning.  
During Reading students have thinking and talking about what they are reading, including about the characters, 
settings, problems and solutions. Students have also continued to work on choosing a Just Right Book.  
During Writing students have written a recount about an object that is special to them. Students have started to 
explore bold beginnings to hook a reader in.  
 
Year 1/2A (Andrew, Hannah, Rhyl) Learning Snapshot 
 
During Inquiry students have continued to develop their understanding of what makes a great learner at KPS. 
Students took part in a challenge to see if they could drop a water balloon from the balcony without it popping. This 
lead to rich conversations about what a great learner would do next and how good learners can problem solve.  
During Numeracy students have explored partitioning, which involves breaking a number into its parts in many 
different ways. Students have completed PAT Math assessments and data is being analysed to form the next steps 
for learning. 
During Reading students have been using their prior knowledge to make predictions. Students have explored 
keywords that help them to make connections. During reading students have been using their imagination to 
visualise which allows them to deepen their understandings.  
During Writing students have developed their understanding of the structure of a recount, which involves knowing 
how to write logically, starting with an introduction and proceeding to the main body, and finishing with a 
conclusion. 
 
Year 3 Learning Snapshot 
 
During Inquiry students have started to investigate various ways we can keep our brain in great condition in order to 
maximise our learning potential and emotional wellbeing by exploring questions such as: 
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How does my brain work? What happens in my brain when I’m learning? What stops my brain from learning?  
During Numeracy students have focussed on place value, patterns, odd/even addition in Number and in 
Measurement we have been exploring 3D shapes. 
During Reading students have looked at ‘What is the author’s purpose?’ and identifying the features that help 
readers determine if the piece they are reading is intended to persuade, inform or entertain (PIE). We continued to 
look at making predictions (clever guesses) and making connections - a strategy where students actively draw on 
their prior knowledge, experiences, opinions and emotions to help them understand what they are reading. 
During Writing students have started to look into the language features of persuasive texts including how to get off 
to an engaging start when writing to convince a reader. Handwriting and work on presentation have been an 
ongoing focus. 
 
Year 4 Learning Snapshot 
 
During Inquiry we have introduced the big idea ‘Being a great learner at KPS’. We have started to investigate the 
functions of the brain and how we learn.  
During Numeracy students have been focussing on Measurement and Number. We have been looking at various 
types of measurement tools such as weight scales and thermometers and have used our learnt knowledge when 
making pancakes in the classroom. 
During Reading students have begun working in their Literature book groups. Students are learning to have rich 
discussions about the book they are reading together. Students have also begun to develop the skill of visualisation.  
During Writing students have continued writing narratives. They have used their Writer’s Notebook to form ideas. 
This week we linked our writing to our maths when we wrote a procedural text about how to cook pancakes. 
 
Year 5 Learning Snapshot 
 
During Inquiry, students have identified their prior knowledge surrounding the big idea ‘What makes a great 
learner?’ They have responded to the prompts ‘a great learner is/does/shows...this means they can…’.  They were 
supported to establish ways they can achieve their learning goals and rehearsed how to express these in preparation 
for the parent information night. 
During Numeracy, students have focused on Place Value by exploring the relative size of numbers. This has included 
whole numbers to 1 000 000 and decimal numbers. A moderated task and Pat Maths online assessments have been 
administered to provided baseline data for planning.   
During Reading, students have participated in shared reading to build their understandings of responsible digital 
citizenship, in preparation for using G Suite for Education.  They have also shared their ideas of what effective 
independent reading looks, sounds and feels like. 
During Writing students have investigated a range of persuasive devices, such as rhetorical questions, repetition and 
exaggeration, in their chosen writing workshop (Advertising, Campaigning and Debates). 
 
Year 6 Learning Snapshot 
 
During Inquiry students have audited their individual learner skills (self-assessed their time management, group work 
skills and their knowledge of effective research skills).  
In Numeracy, students have made connections between place value and measurement. This has seen them make 
conversions between units of measurement using the base 10 system. 
During Reading students have been identifying author techniques and their effect on the reader. Students have also 
been building their reading stamina by choosing books that are of great interest to them. Some of these books have 
been reviewed and added to the KPS in-house book review website. 
During Writing students have written persuasive texts, justifying which leadership groups are most necessary to KPS 
in 2017. The groups decided upon are Environment, Fundraising (Inner/Outer community), Communication, 
Assembly, Inner and Outer Community Support and Kay’s Supporters. Students have also taken ownership of how 
they engage with Mathematics by writing instructions for their maths warm-ups, which will be used across the 
Grade 6 area and beyond. 
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Classroom Helper Information Sessions 

Are You Interested in Being A Classroom 

Helper This Year? 
 
Come along to our information session and hear how you can support the classroom 
teacher and student learning. 
 
Monday, March 6th 9:15 – 10:15am or 5:00 – 6:00pm 
 
On Monday March 6th we will be running two information session for all parents who have already volunteered or 
who are interested in assisting teachers in the classroom throughout the year. The information session aims to: 

 support the work of classroom helpers. 

 develop an increased understanding of the development of literacy skills. 

 demonstrate various learning situations so helpers can act as role models for students in classrooms. 

 
To assist with planning, please complete and return the reply slip sent home with your child or contact 
the office and have your name added to the list of parent attendees. Returns to be finalized by Friday, 
March 3rd.  

 

Wellbeing of Students and Bounce Back 
Program 

Bounce Back! is an evidence based wellbeing and resilience program, written by Helen McGrath and Toni Noble that 

teaches the skills and attitudes needed to face the challenges that are inevitable for us all in our lives.  Resilience has 

been described as the capacity to ‘bounce back’ after experiencing problems, difficulties and down times. The skills 

that students learn through this program will benefit them at school and at home and encourage healthy social and 

emotional development in future years.  The program is taught in every grade for an hour each week and focuses on 

a range of topics. This term learning about values and putting them into practice is the starting point.  

LEARNING AND PLAYING TOGETHER BOOKLETS 

Students and staff at Kensington Primary School have worked together to create Learning and Playing Together 

booklets. These booklets outline the values that all staff and students strive to demonstrate at school. They also 

outline the expectations at school in relation to how to behave in the classroom, the yard and with other 

people.  The booklets also include some ideas about how to develop and live by these values, even when it is hard to 

do.   

The Learning and Playing Together booklets are used in the grades to support the development of a school culture 

that fosters a cohesive, empathic and caring community of learners. They also include the learning for the first unit 

of the Bounce Back program which has a focus on developing our values. 

When you read the booklet with your child / children, it strengthens the links you have with your child’s education 
and helps to build a shared understanding of the expectations and values.  We have published the books on our 
website and you can access them by going to the following link:  
http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/page/223/Learning-&-playing-Together-Booklets 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/page/223/Learning-&-playing-Together-Booklets
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Fundraising News 
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Sports News 

School Sport Victoria Team Vic State Team Trial Registrations are closing Friday 10 March 2017, for the 

following sports; Australian Football 12 Years and Under, Basketball 12 Years and Under, Football (Soccer) 

12 Years and Under, Netball 12 Years and Under.  Swimming and Volleyball have a different closing date. 

You can find all the details via School Sport Victoria’s website. http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic  

Please note this is applicable to STUDENTS WHO ARE PLAYING IN REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS not club teams. 

There is also a fee when you register your child. 

 

 

Cooking and Gardening News 

After Cooking and Gardening 1-2D reflected on their experience and why they think it is important to them: 

Why is cooking and gardening important to you? 

“It helps us learn so when we’re older we can do it for our wives and 

stuff” Fox. 

“We learn from our mistakes and it helps us to realise what plants 

to take out” Charlize. 

“To cook when you grow up and know about resources in the 

garden” Kaidin. 

“Because it helps you learn to cook and skills. You get to learn 

you’re doing the things” Luca. 

“It helps you work together in cooking” Emily. 

“So you can learn from your mistakes. If you put something in wrong next time you put something different in and it 

might be perfect” Ed. 

“The most important part is working together, because it helps you work together when 

you are doing different things” Eli. 

“It’s like feeding your brain. Like your brain is eating something you want to learn. It 

makes your mind run” Tom.   

 

Why do you think we do cooking and gardening? 

“Because you need to learn. It helps, we help lots of people” Felix. 

“To know how to plant and how to make stuff because this is a school” Emily. 

http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic
http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic
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“To make people learn if something is hard they can think about the garden and do what they need to do” Ed. 

“It makes you learn with your whole class. It is part of the school and the school is a community. The working 

together” Eli. 

“It will help you learn” Poppy. 

“It’s team work and you’re with other people like organisation. There is people helping. Organisation is when you 

work as a team” Tom. 

“Everyone has skills and they can work in different ways together” Charlize. 

“It helps you work together in cooking” Emily.   

Let it grow! 

By 12L 

“Let’s have a let it grow station in our classroom,” said 12L as they designed the perfect classroom during the Kick 

Start program. Check out the windowsill in 12L to see the let it grow station, created in cooking and gardening this 

week.  

Listen to the 12L students convince you to have a let it grow area in your classroom too. “The plants are colourful 

and they grow like our minds when we learn. If we water the garden, our memory will get better as we will have to 

remember to do it. By the time we have it as a habit; we will be able to make other good things happen,” explained 

Aster.  

We also know that plants help us feel well.  “It will make me feel calm if I get stressed to have the Let it grow 

station,” said Jocelyn. Maya and Skye thought we could sing and talk to our plants to help them grow. 

We also think classrooms should have colour. “I think it is good because we will have more colour in the classroom 

and have fresh air. We need fresh air when we are learning. You can go WOW when you see flowers everywhere,” 

said Tyler. “It makes me feel colourful as it will make me feel happy, it will look beautiful and smell nice,” agreed Lilla. 

Our brains can fill with ideas with plants in the room. Cormac thinks, “You will look over at the plants and get more 

ideas. You will be reminded that you have to be working,” Owyn agreed: “You might learn something about the 

plants when you have them in the room,” We also found a huge cucumber, planted flowers and herbs and made new 

friends with the worms and chooks. 

If you were in the kitchen, you would have seen muscles, teamwork and happy bellies. Luke was one of the chefs 

creating healthy pita pockets and carrot cake. “What if your mum is away, your dad’s at work and no one is home. 

How will we cook? Now I can cook by myself,” said Luke. We used so many healthy ingredients. “I used my muscles 

and tried to get more energy when I grated the zucchini” said Cy. “My favourite thing to do was to cut up the 

tomatoes, as I love tomatoes,” said Skye as she created her pita pocket.  

Are you convinced? We are, and we would like to send a big thankyou to 

Kay, Tania, Jemila and Carolynne for helping us with cooking and 

gardening. We thought it was awesome!  
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Plantmania News 

 

Welcome back to another year in the KPS garden.  The summer weather has been favourable for growing food and I 

would like to thank all those who have helped with the watering of the garden and caring for the chooks during the 

holidays.  I have had very positive feedback from several of the families involved, so if you didn’t get the chance this 

summer remember there will be more opportunities later in the year. 

Thank you also to the parents who are watering for term 1.  The plants thank you too!  If you would like to help out 

please email me sharynolive@gmail.com  and I will add you to our roster. 

The adult gardening sessions have started again with the next session on Thursday 9th March at 9am.  Come along 

and join us for a couple of hours or whatever you can spare.  Pre school children are welcome.  We meet in the 

garden near the chickens. 

We garden together every second week, alternating Tuesdays and Thursdays and the dates are in the calendar on 

the front of the newsletter.  It’s a good way to meet other parents who have a common interest and also helps to 

support the kitchen/garden program for the kids. 

 

mailto:sharynolive@gmail.com
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OSHClub News 

Program Update 

Welcome to our new Coordinator Angela!  
Angela has come to join the Kensington Team from another OSHClub. She is originally from Perth 
and has several years’ experience coordinating before & after school and holiday care. 
We also welcome our new permanent after school care assistant Rebecca. Rebecca is studying 
towards becoming an art teacher.  
Please come and say Hello next time you’re at the program! 
 
There have been lots of positive changes over the past week at OSHClub. 
The OSH room has had a few changes; the sign in desk is now on the right as you walk in. 
We are offering healthier choices for breakfast and afternoon tea. 
 
Children are required to wear their vests in before and after school care at all times while they 
are signed into OSHClub. This is to ensure any new staff are aware of what children are attending 
OSHClub. We have a lot of children attending afterschool activities where they leave OSHClub 
then return. The vests help us ensure a high level of supervision at all times during transitions 
throughout the before and after school sessions. 
 
After Care Routine 
We are now separating into three groups, Prep – Grade 1, Grade 2-3 and Grades 4-6 for sign in, 
in the afternoons.  
Prep – Grade 1 are still signing in, in the OSHClub Room.  
Grade 2 – 3 are signing in, in the Foyer. Look for the green 2 – 3 sign. 
Grade 4 – 6 are signing in, in the Foyer. Look for the blue 4, 5, 6 sign. 
After sign in the children are offered a healthy afternoon tea from 3.30pm-4.45pm. 
At 3.45pm we open outside play if the weather permits. Children are also offered free-flow 
between the foyer/hall, oshclub room and outside activities at this time. Children to tell 
Educators before leaving an area, to ensure we are aware of where all children are at all times, 
high supervision. 
Each group is going to have an Educator Leader and their own weekly planner and activities. This 
helps us to better accommodate all the interests in all age groups. This means that each 
afternoon there will be a minimum of 6 activities offered for all children in each age group to 
participate in. 
Last week’s activities. 
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What to look forward to in the next fortnight 

March Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

6th-10th Play on Footy  
Breakfast 
Smoothies 

 
Caterpillar 
Exploration 

13th-17th  Play on Footy 
Table Tennis 
Tournament 

 Wool Creations  

Parent Information 

We now have a suggestion box on the sign in/out table. If you have a moment during drop off or 

pick up please leave a note in the suggestion box about our activities, policies or procedures or 

any concerns you may have. 

OSHC program phone: 0478 155 322 (Answered 7-9am and 3-6pm) 

Program Email: Kensington.oshclub@gmail.com 

Coordinator: Angela, Co-Coordinator: Beth  

Assistants: Maranda, Jo, Kathy, Christine, Desiree, Georgia, Doyle 

OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000  

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an 

account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via 

your online account.  

For on the day bookings/cancellations please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

 

 

Ride to School Day 

It's very pleasing to see so many students (and parents) using active 

transport to come to school. People walking, many scooters and heaps 

of bikes, rain, hail or shine every morning (particularly the parents - 

well done!) 

Just a heads-up that this year Ride2School Day is on Friday, 17th 

March.  For those who currently walk/scoot/skate/ride, it's a 

celebration.  For those who don't, it's a chance to give it a go!  Stick it in 

your diary - more details coming soon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 
advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.   

We are very excited to announce that we are having our Open Day early this year. It is on 22 March and there will be 

student-led tours during the day at 9.30 and 12, and an information session at 7pm.  

There has been a great deal of change at Mount Alexander College over the last 18 months, and we invite you, your 

staff and your families along to our Open Day to learn more about what we have been doing. Our enrolments have 

grown by 15% in the last year as families seek out schools that are able to provide a different way of delivering 

education to secondary students. Through our vertical classes, student led and student centred approach, and 

providing our students with more choice and voice, we have noticed a significant improvement in student 

engagement (reflecting more students who are happy to come to school) and achievement.  
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un, be creative, and enjoy using logic and 
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