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Upcoming Events  
 DATE TIME EVENT 

May Frid 5th 9 -11am Interschool Sports ς Nth Melb 1 ς Away game 

 Tues 9th ς  

Thur 11th 
9am NAPLAN 

 Wed 10th 11.30am 
2.30pm 
2.20 ς 3.30pm 

Incursion Australian Ballet 1/2J 
Incursion Australian Ballet 5H 
Year 3 Walk ς [ȅƴŎƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ 

 Frid 12th 9 -11am Interschool Sports ς Holy Rosary ς Home  

 Tues 16th 9 -11am 
5 -6pm 
6 -7pm 

Adult Grubbies Gardening session 
Policy Sub-Committee 
Finance Sub-Committee 

 Wed 17th 9 ς 3pm 
 
5 -6pm 
6 -7pm 

Year 3 Excursion to Wetland Wildlife, Parkville 
Facilities Sub-Committee 
OSHC Sub-Committee 

 Frid 19th 9 ς 11am Interschool Sports ς Ascot Vale Home Game 

 Sat 20th 10am Grubbies Working Bee 

 Mon 22nd 9am 
3.30 ς 4.30pm 

Education Week begins 
Hour Of Power Working Bee 

 Tues 23rd 9.15am & 7pm 
6 ς 7pm 

KPS Open Day Tours 
Art Soiree ς Art Room 

 Wed 24th 2.20 ς 3.30pm Year 3 Walk -  Macaulay Station 
Muffin Morning Tea Fundraiser 

 Mon 29th 6 ς 7pm School Council Meeting 

 Tues 30th 9 ς 3pm Year 1/2  Excursion to Science Works 

June Frid 2nd 9 -11am Adult Grubbies Gardening Session 

 Mon 12th  All day vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ tǳōƭƛŎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ ς no school 

 Tues 13th 9 -11am Adult Grubbies Gardening Session 

 Frid 23rd 5.30pm Winter Solstice 

 Sun 25th  MMT Music Concert 

 Frid 30th  9-11am Adult Grubbies Gardening Session 

 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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$ÉÄ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ×ȩ  

An ΨHour of Power Working BeeΩ will be held on Monday 22nd May from 3.30pm ς 4.30pm. We would 

love lots of helpers to join us to tackle a list of jobs in preparation for our Open day the following day.   

.ÉÇÅÌȭÓ .ÁÔÔÅÒ 

Hello Everyone,  

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bƛƎŜƭΩǎ bŀǘǘŜǊΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ L ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
as possible to take a moment to have a read of the Newsletter each fortnight. Thanks for your support with this!  

FANTASTIC FOUNDATION EFFORTS 
L ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ōȅ 
the beaming smiles that the entire class was incredibly proud of their efforts. I spoke to every child in the class about 
their writing and listened to them read their texts to me. It never ceases to amaze me just how amazing the learning 
growth in the first year of school is. The children were able to explain to me how they sound out words that they 
want to use in their writing, how important it is to leave spaces between your words and to try as hard as you can to 
Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ΨǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎΩΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
have not yet mastered the formation of letters or made the connection between all letters and sounds ς were still 
ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ǝƻ ŀǘ ΨǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΩ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƪƴƻǿΦ ²9[[ 5hb9 
KIDS (and teachers!)  

       

I also spent a moment in the Art room with a Year 6 class this week. 
The pieces they are working on are really lovely ς but, arguably 
more importantly, the thinking that was happening was 
outstanding. The level of reflection and insight was great. Linda 
ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇƛǘΩΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŘƛng 
something challenging it can feel like you are in a hole. You have 
two choices. Stay in the hole and spend your time feeling bad 
because you are stuck ς or focusing on growing and learning to get 
out of the pit. The kids were working in collaborative groups 
negotiating, planning and doing! There was problem solving, critical 
and creative thinking and connection making. I really enjoyed one 
conversation about an animal that had loose legs. Literally ς the 
string had come loose! However, with a bit of thinking and testing ς 
the legs were soon secure and ready to stand tall. Here is a little 
sneak peak of some of what you will be able to see at the Art Soiree on 
Open Day! 



 

     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

  

OSHC TENDER PROCESS 
!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ meeting discussing in depth the tender process 
that will be used to ensure a great outcome for our school community. We are hoping to have the tender advertised 
in the coming weeks, so we are able to shortlist and interview service providers to ensure they ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
needs. I will keep the community posted as we move through the process. It is important to note that School Council 
is not going to tender for the provision of Out of School Hours Care because we are unhappy with the current 
provider ς rather, we want to run a rigorous tender process to ensure we select the provider that is the best fit for 
our school community. With the tender process comes the opportunities afforded by a new contract. School Council 
is also exploring the spaces that are currently used by OSHC and considering a range of alternate options.  

HOME LEARNING POLICY 
LƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘhe newly ratified Home Learning Policy that was approved 
unanimously by School Council this week. A significant amount of time and thinking went into the development of 
this policy. The Home Learning Policy aims to develop positive work habits in children, promote parent or guardian 
active involvement ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ and provides suggested home learning activities for each year level.  

We understand that each family will have different ideas about how best to create a balanced lifestyle for their 
family, including sufficient time for family, sport, recreation, cultural activities and home learning activities. 

READING EGGS / MATHLETICS 

This week, our school renewed our subscription to the Reading Eggs website and signed up for Mathletics for every 
child in the school. We have booked in some professional development for staff to ensure we are getting the very 
best out of each of these online programs. In no way are these sites intended to replace great quality teaching, 
rather they are another tool to support learning. Both sites can be accessed from home and we will be sending home 
info in the coming weeks with instructions for both sites.  

GRUBBIES WORKING BEE 
If you are free on Saturday the 20th of May, we would love to see you at the Grubbies Working Bee. Our grounds 
would not look anywhere near as lovely as they do without the ongoing support of our community being willing to 
ΨƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŘƛǊǘȅΩΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ς let the office know.  

HOUR OF POWER 
Following on from the weekend working bee above, we are holding another Hour of Power working bee from 3:30 ς 
4:30 on Monday the 22nd of May. The idea is that when you come to pick up your child or children, you stick around 
for an hour and help out with a list of jobs. The following day is OPEN DAY at KPS, so we would really appreciate as 
many people as possible to help give the school a really big spruce up. We will be gardening, window washing, path 
sweeping, tan bark spreading and more. Please let the office know if you are able to stick around for an hour to lend 
a hand.   

CURRICULUM DAY REFECTIONS 
Our recent curriculum day was a really productive day of leaning and shared understanding building. The day had 
three main focuses. School culture, Professional Learning Communities and Moderated Tasks. A nice take away from 
ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ ά/ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀǘŜŘΦέ    
 
BUILDING WORKS AND MAINTENANCE TIMELINE   
We have now received the timeline for the works to be completed to repair the water damage and to avoid having 
the same problem in the future. The works are set to begin on the 8th of May. Temporary fencing and scaffolding will 
appear near the gathering space next week in anticipation. All going well, classrooms should be handed back to us 
on the 9th of June. To enable the works to happen we are again moving some classrooms around the school. If your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ relocated ς you will receive an email today to inform you of where they will be located 
while the works are happening.   
 
Looking forward to seeing you in the yard. 
Nigel Holloway  
Principal  
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"ÏÕÎÃÅ "ÁÃË 

All classes will be looking at courage  and discussing the concepts on differing levels across the school. What is 

courage? How we are all frightened and anxious at times, but what scares one person may not frighten someone 

else. How it takes courage to deal with misfortune or unpleasant, unwanted events. Heroism (being prepared to self-

risk), which links nicely with our ANZAC Day celebrations.  What makes a hero?  Are people who perform in 

dangerous situations as part of their work (eg. fire-fighters; life-ǎŀǾŜǊǎΤ ǇŀǊŀƳŜŘƛŎǎ ŜǘŎύ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ the 

difference between being brave & being reckless/foolhardy? 

However perhaps more important will be the discussions around the internal courage it takes to speak up in 

everyday situations. Standing up for what you believe, saying something if you witness ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ ƻǊ ΨǇǳǘ-ŘƻǿƴǎΩΣ 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ  ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪκƘƻƳŜκǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ΨŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ 

ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΩ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƭŀǎƘȅ ϧ ƴŜǿǎǿƻǊǘƘȅΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ 

courage ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΩΦ  

Bounce Back ð Everyday courage  

 

We are beginning to look at being brave and how we can develop more courage to face our fears and overcome 

them. Courage means feeling frightened (because you might get hurt, you might fail, or be rejected or humiliated) 

but doing it anyway.  Being brave is not ôhaving no fear,õ it is about not letting fear beat you.  Fear can be very 

important to keep us safe and should not be ignored, however many fears are actually anxiety (feeling nervous) 

about something that might happen and we often make these worse by exaggerating them, in our minds.  Many 

ordinary things make us feel a bit scared or anxious and these things are different from one person to the next.  This 

means that courage is an everyday thing for most of us ð trying something new, meeting people, taking a test, having 

your own opinions. Each time you overcome a fear you become braver and more able to face other fears with 

confidence.  

The other topics this term are: Looking on the Bright Side  and Emotions . 

,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 3ÎÁÐÓÈÏÔÓ 

Foundation Learning Snapshot  
This fortnight in reading, the students have been learning how to make predictions. Predictions are made by looking 
at what information we already have and then using clues from the book or activity to help us to make an educated 
guess. Please help the children to make predictions at home, as this skill will support us in our inquiry unit.  
 
In writing, the students have been learning to record their findings from the Inquiry Unit (Materials and their 

Properties). Through exploring manufactured and natural materials and by focussing on the five senses, the children 

are developing their scientific language skills. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ άǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘέΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
words, the children count a certain collection of objects and can recall the total without recounting. To help the 
children achieve this skill, a strong understanding of oral counting is required. Please help your child by counting 
forwards and backwards at home. 
 
In Inquiry, we have begun our new unit on investigating materials and their properties. We have been learning how 

scientists use their 5 senses to explore and understand the world and objects around them. We were very fortunate 
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to have a science incursion last week where the students were able to deepen their understanding of this topic 

through a variety of hands on experiences. The children thoroughly enjoyed this experience!  

Year 1-2A (Andrew, Hannah, Rhyl) Learning Snapshot 
In Inquiry the 1-2s have begun to explore the big idea: observable changes occur in the sky and landscape; daily and 
seasonal changes affect everyday life. We have unpacked the language to extend understanding and use of the 
vocabulary. We have been observing changes in familiar landscapes and investigating seasonal change. Students 
have begun presenting show and tell in response to their initial wonderings. 
 
During Reading, students have engaged with Nonfiction texts by identifying the text features such as contents, 
glossary, table, maps and diagrams. All students have been working towards a common goal of using punctuation to 
read with expression and fluency. 
 
During Writing, students have focused on the construction of narrative and informational texts. Students have also 
been transferring their knowledge of punctuation from reading into their writing to create sentences. 
 
In Mathematics the focus has been on addition and subtraction. Students have been using a range of different 
resources and strategies such as counting on along a number line to solve equations. We have begun to explore 
telling time through analog clocks. 
 
Year 1-2B (Rach, Liz, Luba) Learning Snapshot 
In Inquiry, the 1-2s have begun to explore the big idea: observable changes occur in the sky and landscape; daily and 
seasonal changes affect everyday life. We have unpacked the language to extend our understanding and use of the 
vocabulary. Students have explored weather patterns through observing  and recording changes in the weather on 
time lapse videos.  
 
During Reading, students have been identifying text features in nonfiction texts such as diagrams, captions, headings 
and labels. We have discussed how they help us as a reader. We have also explored the difference between facts 
and opinions.  
 
In Writing, we have explored the role that punctuation plays in our writing. The focus on narrative writing has been 
on creating imaginative  problems. We have transferred our knowledge about facts and opinions into our non-fiction 
writing. 
 
In Maths, we have been practising skip counting starting from numbers other than zero. Now we are starting to  add 
and count using a number line. We have created pictographs using data from the class and explored the language of 
probability. 
 
Year 3 Learning Snapshot 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƎǳƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ Ψ[ƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ bƻƴ- [ƛǾƛƴƎ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎΩΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ aŀǊǘƛŀƴ ½ƻƻ ǘŀǎƪ ǘƻ 
establish prior knowledge and walked to the Moonee Ponds Creek to help hone observational skills and build our 
knowledge of local waterways. 
 
In Numeracy, we have revisited place value, addition and subtraction. We have revised other areas of need including 
transformational geometry, time, symmetry and chance and data. 
 
Lƴ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘ 
ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛŘŜŀΣ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ Ψŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΩ ǘƘe text. 
 
In Writing, students have been receiving feedback and setting goals to improve their spelling, grammar, punctuation 
and narrative writing. There has also been a focus on writing neatly. 
 
We have also practised NAPLAN tests in all learning areas and spent time discussing strategies to help answer the 
questions. 
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Year 4 Learning Snapshot 
DǊŀŘŜǎ пΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƎǳƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǳƴƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ IŜŀǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎŀƎŜ tƘŀǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀ 
number of experiments relating to temperature and changing states of matter.  
During Numeracy students have started working on the areas of subtraction (in Number) and statistics and 
probability (in Measurement). They have been learning to interpret different types of graphs and solve open-ended 
number tasks.  
During Reading students have been practising the skill of finding the main idea. Students have been reading non-
fiction magazines and have attempted to find the main idea and retell and record in their own words.  
During Writing students have investigated the structure and features of an information report. They have written 
their own report using information about sharks.  
We also celebrated Anzac Day by cooking some delicious Anzac Biscuits and making paper poppies.  
 
Year 5 Learning Snapshot 
¢ƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ рǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ LŘŜŀΣ ά{ǳŘŘŜƴ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻǊ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 
environmental changes as chairs were removed to identify the effect it had on the group. We had Chris from 
Swinburne University engage us in a hands-on exploration of the causes of tectonic plate movements and its effect 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǊŜŀdy know and what we still need to discover.  
In Mathematics, students have expanded on their understanding of mental math strategies supporting each other to 
learn the Split, Jump and Conservation methods. Beginning this week students have gotten hands on with Geometry 
building and exploring the features of 3D objects and how they connect to 2D nets and representations. 
Lƴ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ƻƴŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ΨŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΩΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ΨǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΩΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ with signal words (e.g. because, then), to locate cause and effect events in their texts. 
Students have also analysed short stories to identify key features, which will aide them in their own writing.      
In Writing, students finished up with our persuasive writing unit in focus groups looking at planning, topic sentences 
with elaborations and introductions/conclusions.  Students have then begun a unit on narrative writing.   
We have also practised NAPLAN tests in all learning areas and then spent time discussing questions and answers. 
 

Year 6 Learning Snapshot 
Grade 6s kicked off Term 2 with a hands-on incursion in which they explored electricity: classifying different kinds of 
energy, creating and testing circuits, identifying conductors and insulators and exploring the link between electricity 
and magnetism. Within writing, students have applied their revising skills to a full-length fantasy/adventure text and 
we are just beginning to introduce the text structures and features of explanation texts, as this will support students 
to express their understanding of electricity as we deepen our inquiry learning. Identifying and working with factors 
and prime and composite numbers has been the focus in maths. Students have begun tracking their maths 
understanding at the beginning and end of maths session to help them to reflect on their progress or need for 
additional support. Both Year 6 grades have participated in the Cooking & Gardening program and are preparing for 
upcoming assemblies. The Year 6 team is committed to developing student responsibility and independence. To 
support this, a currently unused room in the school has been designated as a Year 6 Independent Work Room. 
Students will be involved in making the room welcoming and practical. 
 
 

.ÁÐÌÁÎ 4ÅÓÔÉÎÇ ɀ 9Ò σ Ǫ 9Ò υ 

The National Assessment Program ς Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2017 for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students will be 

held on Tuesday 9 May, Wednesday 10 May and Thursday 11 May 2017. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge 

and skills in Writing, Reading, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. 

The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can be used to 

improve student achievement. 
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All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. During test week, catch-up tests will be available for 

individual students who are absent on test days. These students may undertake catch-up tests on the days in the 

test week after the scheduled test, up to and including Friday 12 May 2017. 

Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for classroom 

assessment tasks. 

Large print, braille and black and white versions of the tests are available for students that require them. 

Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual disabilities and to students who have been 

learning English for less than one year. 

If your child is eligible for support due to disability or an exemption, you should discuss this with his/her teacher 

prior to the tests. Parental consent is required before any support due to disability or exemption is granted. 

Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents and 

carers in consultation with the principal. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw your child, you must sign a 

Student Withdrawal form. These forms are available at the school. 

[ŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ b!t[!b ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ 

skills in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. The report will 

also show how your child performed in relation to national minimum standards. These describe the minimum 

acceptable standards for students across Australia. 

L ŀƳ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b!t[!b ǘŜǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳŜǊŀŎȅΦ 

For more information about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at 

www.nap.edu.au 

!ÒÔ .Å×Ó 

Grade 3-с ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŘŀ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ΧΦ  An Art Room Soirée 

!ƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ о5 ŀǊǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ Χ 

The Tjanpi Desert Weavers, Year 5 and 6 

The Winter Solstice lantern walks, Year 3 and 4 

Date: Tuesday 23rd of May    Time 6.00-7.00 pm      Where: Hall Art Room 

Family and friends are most welcome to view this one night only exhibition. 

 

Warm regards 

Linda Weisser 

Visual Arts Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.nap.edu.au/
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(ÏÍÅ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 0ÏÌÉÃÙ 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS POLICY 

 ά¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ IƻƳŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

than the quantity. Research has established that Home Learning has a positive effect on learning, particularly at the 

middle and secondary sŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ό·ǳΣ нлмлΤ ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴ ϧ YƛǘǎŀƴǘŀǎΣ нллрύΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ IƻƳŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ 

effectiveness has been challenged by educators, parents, and students (Kohn, 2006), it continues to be an important 

educational supplement used by most teachers to enhance the learning experience of their students (Patall, Cooper, 

& Wynn, 2010). Overall, the effectiveness of Home Learning is enhanced by providing students with choices among 

Home Learning tasks, which will result in higher motivational and performance outcomes, stǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ όtŀǘŀƭƭ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ нлмлύΦέ  DET Homework Guidelines 

INTRODUCTION 

The Kensington Primary School (KPS) Home Learning Policy aims to develop positive work habits. Home Learning 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ κ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ 

provides suggested home learning activities for each year level.  

KPS understands that each family will have different ideas about how best to create a balanced lifestyle for their 

family, including sufficient time for family, sport, recreation, cultural activities and home learning activities.  

 PURPOSE 

To provide the school community with home learning guidelines. 

To support student learning at home by; 

ǒ complementing and reinforcing classroom learning, 
ǒ fostering lifelong learning and positive work habits (goal-setting, self-efficacy, self-reflection and time 

management, 
ǒ provide students with opportunities to practise skills, review content and deepen understanding of concepts 

learned,  
ǒ providing an opportunity for students to become responsible for their own learning, and 
ǒ supporting partnerships with parents by connecting families with the learning of their children. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

ǒ Teachers will advise parents of home learning guidelines through written communication at the 
commencement of the school year. 

ǒ Team Facilitators, through liaison with their year level colleagues, will be responsible for ensuring that an 
approach consistent with policy is practised. 

ǒ Completing home learning is a decision made by individual families, however is encouraged by the school. 
Teachers do not correct home learning tasks as the focus is on fostering positive study habits and practising 
basic skills to improve fluency. 

ǒ Home learning will vary according the grade level (as outlined below) and will be in accordance with DET 
guidelines.  
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KENSINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOLS HOME LEARNING GUIDELINES 

Foundation 

ǒ 10 minutes of reading to, with or by parents/guardians and revision of high frequency words. 
ǒ Other Activities: for example, preparing Inquiry Show and Tell, projects or bringing special items to school. 

Total: 10 - 15 minutes per day. 

Year 1 and 2 

ǒ Reading: 10 minutes of reading to, with or by parents/guardians and revision of high frequency words.  
ǒ {ǇŜƭƭƛƴƎΥ ²ƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ 
ǒ Mathematics: Number facts to 10 and activities from the Maths Home Learning Matrix. 
ǒ Other Activities: for example, preparing Inquiry Show and Tell, projects or bringing special items to school. 

Total: 20 minutes per day.  

Year 3 and 4 

ǒ Reading: 15 minutes of reading to, reading with or by parents/guardians or independent reading. 
ǒ {ǇŜƭƭƛƴƎΥ ²ƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ƘƛƎƘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ  
ǒ Mathematics: Learning multiplication facts and activities from the Maths Home Learning Matrix. 
ǒ Other tasks such as research, projects and completing classroom work may be assigned as agreed by grade 

level teams. 
Total: 25 minutes per day. 

Year 5 and 6 

ǒ Reading: 20 minutes of reading to, reading with or by parents/guardians or independent reading. 
ǒ SpŜƭƭƛƴƎΥ ²ƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ  
ǒ Mathematics: Learning multiplication facts and activities from the Maths Home Learning Matrix. 
ǒ Other tasks such as research, projects and assignments and completing classroom work may be assigned as 

agreed by grade level teams. 
Total: 30 minutes per day. 

RESOURCES 

There are a range of useful links and resources available on the school website for parents/guardians/students to 

access.  

EVALUATION 

The Home Learning Policy will be reviewed as paǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŎȅŎƭŜΦ 

 

 

This policy was approved by Kensington School Council.       Date: May 2017 

 

This policy will be reviewed in 2019. 
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)#!3 -ÁÔÈÅÍÁÔÉÃÓ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ 

This year we are again offering you the opportunity to enrol your child in the ICAS maths competition. The 

International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an independent, quality skills-based assessment 

program, which rewards and recogniseǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ L/!{ aŀǘƘǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ōǊƻŀŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

performance in Mathematics. ICAS (sometimes referred to as the UNSW assessments) has been developed by 

Educational Assessment Australia (EAA) since 1981.  

Students in Year 2 to Year 12 can participate in the ICAS Maths competition.  

Each student receives: 

Å an engaging and challenging full-colour test booklet 
Å an individual diagnostic report highlighting strengths and weaknesses and year to year progression 
Å login details to access their online results which can be analysed and downloaded 
Å a High Distinction, Distinction, Credit, Merit or Participation Certificate acknowledging their level of achievement 
Å the chance to receive an individually-engraved UNSW medal for the highest scoring student in each year level for 

each subject. 

To learn more about ICAS go to www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about Remember, EAA has some very helpful tools to 

help your child prepare. You can access practice assessments at www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/preparation 

Participation in the ICAS competition is voluntary and will not interfere with regular school timetabling. Students 

will complete the assessments on the set date, August 15th as part of lunchtime activity options.  

To enrol your child in ICAS, please complete the registration form below and return it, with your entry fees, to the 

school no later than Wednesday, June 14th.  PLEASE NOTE NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED.  

Julie Stephens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about
file://///nsg.unsw.edu.au/shared/EAA/Projects/2016/Marketing/Feb%20Pack%202016/_Operations/HandOver/Co-ordinators%20toolkit/www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/preparation
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ICAS PERMISSION FORM 

2017 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Wednesday, June 14th. 

I give permission for my child,   

                                       /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ                     Class  

to participate in the following 2017 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS). 

Please complete ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƳ no later than Wednesday, June 14th if you would like your 

child to enter.  

Subject/Paper 
School Year 

Level 
Official Sitting Date Entry Fee, incl. GST 

Fee Enclosed 

Mathematics  15 August 2017 $9:90 

 

YES    / NO 

 

Students must sit on the official sitting date for each subject to be eligible for UNSW medals. However, your school 

may choose to sit at another time to fit in with other school activities and routines. 

 

Please find enclosed total entry fee of  $________________     

 

 

 

Name of Parent/Guardian                                                              Date: 

   

________________________________________________________  

Parent Signature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 of  
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0ÌÁÎÔÍÁÎÉÁ .Å×Ó 

Winter Solstice - A Celebration of Light 
Friday, 23th June, at dusk - 5.30pm onwards 
For the past 7 winters, we have stoked up the pizza oven and fire pits to 
celebrate the Winter Solstice. It is on this, the shortest day of the year, that 
we look towards the promise of longer days, the warmth of summer and 
the return of light. This lovely tradition is back for another year. Come and 
celebrate with us and share some slices of pizza made with produce from 
our own Plantmania garden. It is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a winters 
night with our school community around the warmth of the fire. 
Bring your lanterns and a plate of dessert to share. 
 
 
 
 

Yarn Bombing 
 
Another winter tradition continuing this year is the KPS Winter Solstice 
Yarn Bombing or Guerrilla Knitting. You may have noticed the 'pole socks' 
or the 'handrail patches' that pop up around our school in the middle of 
winter. Please feel free to start knitting and create any sort of joy you can 
with wool. Linda has plenty of spare wool in the Art room. Install your 
own creation wherever/whenever you like!  

 P 
 

roperty 3 85649000 

,ÏÓÔ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ 

A scooter went missing from the bike area last week.  It is a pink Razor scooter and if found, or if you know anything 

about its disappearance, please can you contact the school office.  We would like to be able to return this to the 

family asap. 
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#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ .Å×Ó 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 
advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.   
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 , and enjoy using logic and 
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